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Why are IDBS Important



Drainage of the Fens
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Downham Market
Group of IDBs

Downham and Stow

East of Ouse, Polver and 
Nar

Northwold

Southery and District

Stringside

Stoke Ferry















Governance

• Chairman

• Vice‐Chairman

• Board Members Elected from Agricultural 
Rate Payers

• Board Members Appointed by District 
Councils



Funding

•Drainage Rate Levied on Land Owners £596k

• Special Levy from District Councils £592k

• Total Budget £1188k

• Highland Water Payment from EA

• Can claim for Defra Grant for Major 
Projects



IDB Annual 
Income 

£

Special 
Levy £

Average 
Annual 
Spend £

22/23 
Balance £

23/24 
Balance

£

Downham 
and Stow

196,570 61,512 187,000 393,841 365,829

East of 
Ouse, 

Polver and 
Nar

406,718 271,226 497,000 1,343,323 1,197,788

Northwold 12,936 250 13,574 4,100 1,167

Southery 
and District

677,393 211,062 782,664 551,992 425,813

Stoke Ferry 113,368 45,982 150,000 641,605 602,223

Stringside 12,770 2,027 11,994 16,382 11,259



Land Levels in the Fens



Build and Maintain 
Pumping Stations



Grass Cutting



Weed Cutting



Dredging/Improvement



Irrigation



Water Voles



Barn Owls



Eels



Planning Development



Future for the Fens


